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It's cliche for lovestruck men to seek the favor of thei

o |
:

lover with gifted bouquets of dethorned red roses, and for
_

heautlful women to wear rose atternecl dresses ani:l

The othering of queerness and queer love has made such

T nmTH
a gap that | feel my own queer desire and love cannot be
represented in the same way.
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While searching for queered flowers, | kept seeing white
I

roses dyed with rainbow colors to represent queer love;

as if queer desire is unnatural in contrast to the normal

,” * desire of plain white and red roses.
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The Pansy Crazy, and pansy as a S|L“"

Are Pansies People!

AGE-OLD ‘CONTROVERSY RAGES HERE ANEW AS
MEN DANCE WITH MEN(?) AT ANNUAL BALL FROM
WHICH ALL WOMEN AR[' STRICTLY E-&RREI]

e —

Scientists are "T"rtl]l r 4
Baffled as Fag |Flowers have a very solid history o

Balls Increase  ['having been queered.

Newter G ender b -] ISome of these queered flowers’ have

;t_:_ b Syvesss of Btk ftheir roots in man‘dlﬁ‘erent aspects o
|queerness:

A
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in EKPI‘ESSIDH

jin tragedy

In desire
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Pansies are, for me, the first explicitly queered flower tha
came to mind, and are the reason as to why | atarted"h-

thinking about flowers. ‘ k '
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Originally used as a slur against e i s o e ane s e
streets and obscure corners, Queer

ca It 18 po-Jonger cotfined to side
amboyantly queer men, the word people, hoth mes e womer, who

‘brought to mind an image Dfl A R won, Dsaraats

Sragility and femininity.l An it tooi ’:;’E;"ﬁlﬁ?ﬁ
- = —
“popular slang terms for flamboyant gay men, ‘daisy,
‘buttercup,’ and especially ‘pansy,’ which were generalize

#in the term ‘horticultural lad’ [...]]
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It inevitably started applying to anyone feminine that was
perceifed as a man regardless, especially drag queens,;
r ¢ Wwhom a large portion of were trans.

“ -\

' "l'h:\d:lu: are attended by e The Pansy Craze is exactly what it
queens and thelr swocthraris. Men —
escort otber so-called men who are sounds like; queerness and quee
attired as beautiful women. Wom- . . -, .
en dressed as men escort other “nightlife had it's presence noticeably
e e which trequently [l i larity and publici

BEX W

of wldled o i dark comers | INICTEASE IN popularity and publicity.
of the halls !
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People obviously still hated the queers, but it still had a
huge impact on what modern drag culture is now.
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IHyacinthus and Ap ondw
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here are various versions of the Hyacinthus myth; |

wdill & "IN .4
He was killed by Apollo himself, by a stray discus
Ny,
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He was killed by the EElDLIE Zephyrus who blew the discus

A
He was I-ulle-::i by his own dlscus

‘rj"‘ _

“When he beheld thy agony [Apollo] was dumb. He Sﬂugh

every remedy, he had recourse to cunning arts, he anointe
all the wound, aﬂmnted :r wn‘!:- am hmsxa and with nectar; bu
L F “gaﬁ remedies are
~oowerless to heal
,drhe wounds of Fate’
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egardless, the lover of Apollo died, and from his blood'

wmed a hacinth* flower.
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‘Hyacinth may
rave referred to a
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Queerness, desire, and beaut

-

Queerness and flowers' relationship to one another aren't
purely based on slurs and tragedy.
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Beauty, deswe and In:we are essen’ﬂal to queerness, and to
y A - S
floral magery Ty

“These were the words that ,' answered her
‘Go and be happy; remember me, fcrr ynu km:r
ow we haue paid court to you! _ ‘=

and if not, then I want to remind you .. and theSg

Fﬂd things we have enjoyed: ﬂ‘?

! N
‘for at my side, many the crowns af wﬂ!ers and
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roses. yﬂu have put on yourself,§ -

Eand many the ganfands woven from ﬁﬂwers 0
have cast round your delicate neck, ™.
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and with quantities of ... flowery perfume ... fi

for a queen even, you anointed yourself all over,

.".i"'i._

ou have
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and on soft beds .. qefcare

satraf ed desire ...
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Were strange with wandrousrbrightness,
\° S staring wide

With gazing,; and he sighed with many sigh
That moved me, and his cheeks were wa
BRGEN /[ and white

|

Like pallid lilies, and his lips were rea
Like poppies, and his hands he clenchec
- tight,

r'}: B .
And yet again unclenched, and his heaa
Was wreathed with moon-flowers pale as’|
ips of death. [...]"




Queerness, its resilience, and the solidarity
between the flowering weed and the weird
queers

Queerness and flowers are inherently alike: in beauty, in
change and rebirth, and in their refusal to wither away.

As a weird queer, | find myself closer to the disliked flowering
plants.

| see myself in the stubborn weeds that have been pulled up
5 times before and keep coming back.

Maybe the weed is a thistle, or just a normal rose; any plant
can be a weed, and most plants are stubborn.

/




Regardless, it's wrapped in barbs, and every
time they try to pull it up, it hurts back,
unpalatable to the touch.

Queerness cannot be dethorned.
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And also queers are pretty like flowers <3




